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Hotel Guanahani presented an 

opportunity to create an authentic 

tropical design language rooted in 

the particular history and culture of 

the region. The spirit and meaning of 

the design speaks to St. Bart’s 

location in the arc of Caribbean 

islands that reaches from the 

Dominican Republic to South 

America. 



“The spirit of the Guanahani design 

is the spontaneous gesture of 

courtesy: a hug and the tip of a hat 

off a head.”

-Luis Pons



BRAND INSPIRATION
 
The Panama hat, an artisanal 

product of Ecuador, became the 

inspirational object for Guanahani 

Hotel’s brand. Associated with the 

outdoors, a hat provides protection 

to the head just as a roof provides 

shelter to a house. The iconic 

Panama hat is the perfect integration 

of form and function, representing 

elegance, sophistication, lightness, 

flexibility, exquisite craftsmanship, 

and beauty.



BRAND ELEMENTS
Elegant Shelter
 
Sunshine, warmth, heat and light 

have defined tropical desig through-

out history. This is reflected in our 

clothing when we choose a hat to 

shelter our head and light fabrics to 

protect our skin. With the Panama 

hat as inspiration, our protection 

becomes elegant and speaks to the 

quality of the experience we would 

like to pursue and the value we place 

on fine design. The hotel is an inter-

pretation of colonial style that seeks 

out lightness and comfort while pre-

serving the sense of memory and tra-

ditional craftsmanship.



BRAND ELEMENTS
Comfort & Lightness
 
Lightness and comfort define the 

journey of the smart, sophisticated 

and adventurous traveler. The 

aesthetic of the panama weave 

applied to cabinets that sit on a fine 

classical base creates a perception 

of lightness in the design. The weave 

represents relaxing on the beach 

under the shade of palm trees. The 

structure of the furniture evokes the 

exterior of the bungalows, which are 

framed with wood elements and 

surfaces. 



BRAND ELEMENTS
Memory
 
The hotel design is a history of 

layers; each room seems to 

contain the memories of different 

owners across many time periods. 

The grandfather who was once an 

admiral now lives his days as a fish-

erman. The sailboat racer and his 

surfboarding daughter spend 

buoyant days and weeks together. A 

young couple arrives for their 

honeymoon and returns on every 

anniversary. Their stories become 

intertwined with each other because 

all stories are unified by history, 

gestures of welcome and comfort.



BRAND ELEMENTS
Funtionality
 
The Sun has become the core of 

the tropical design over history.  The 

way we have to reflect this concept 

in our daily clothing is by using a 

hat that provides us with the neces-

sary sun protection and the clothing 

with light fabrics. In our case the 

Panama hat inspires the quality of 

the experience we will like to pursue 

and reflects the values of the design.  

The design of the hotel translates 

colonial style by searching lightness 

and comfort, preserving the sense of 

memory and traditional craftsman-

ship.   



MASTER PLAN
 
The master plan has been developed 

with an organic flow of paths and 

roads that humanize the pedestrian 

experience. David Schwarz 

Architects traced a series of 

connections that stimulate the 

desired flow. Relocation of some 

existing buildings has activated areas 

that were once depressed or lifeless. 

The gym, boutique and new paths 

have made the exterior experience 

friendlier and warmer.





LANDSCAPE
 
The tropical breeze scatters the 

seeds of trees, flowers, and plants 

across the natural waves and curves 

of the landscape, 

accentuating the sensuality of 

Guanahani. This natural flow 

informs decisions about the layout 

and design of the landscaping. The 

various species are arranged in line 

with the wise logic of nature. Shade 

gardens and sun gardens come to 

life within this context.



LANDSCAPE
 
Landscaping has been created with 

the local geography and weather 

conditions in mind. Areas exposed 

to sea salt and wind will be planted 

with species that respond well to 

these conditions. Plants requiring 

more gentle surroundings will be 

placed in shaded areas or areas 

protected from the wind. The 

bungalow terraces and the 

surrounding gardens become 

natural extensions of the architecture 

and interior design.   





ARCHITECTURE
Creole Vernacular
 
The Caribbean style and its Creole 

influences have been the core of the 

entire renovation. It was important to 

retain the character and history of the 

hotel, to embrace the traditional 

language of the place and its 

context, to restore the integrity of the 

existing structures.  The roofline is the 

foundation of the language. 

Indirect LED lighting on interior 

cathedral ceilings emphasizes the 

simple beauty of this feature. 

Relocation of bathrooms from the 

main volume of the bungalows 

created larger living and sleeping 

areas, a sense of lightness and 

greater space. 



INTERIORS
Rooms as Maps of Life
 
Interiors carry the experience of the 

architecture and landscape into the 

rooms. Each room evokes a 

different vision of the world, has its 

own character and creates the story 

of a different persona, celebrating 

the singularity and uniqueness of its 

visitors. Each room feels lived-in and 

alive, narrating the past and present 

of its habitants while documenting 

the history of the island. Rooms open 

toward the outside and become 

extensions of the terraces. Mirrors 

bring life and light to new focal 

points in which nature is the major 

component.



FURNITURE
 
The three lines of the Guanahani 

furniture collection are inspired by 

the furniture used by explorers on 

their journeys through the colonies. 

The furniture reflects the spirit of the 

exterior of the bungalows; it validates 

a new Caribbean contemporary style 

that uses its own cultural references 

rather than borrowing from the 

languages of other tropical desti-

nations. Each line in the collection 

– Gustavia, Lorient, and St. Jean – 

represents a persona, a unique 

character. 



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The Gustavia Line
 
Peaceful. Calm. Relaxed. Trustworthy. 

Dependable. Committed. Inspired by 

the hues of blue found in Gustavia.



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The Gustavia Line Persona

Gustavia is the art dealer or 

publisher, a collector of fine watches 

and rare books. She is a passionate 

sportswoman who enjoys fencing 

and tennis. Cooking inspires her 

creative mind, and magic is a part of 

her reality. Her home is filled with the 

sounds of world music. Champagne 

and chocolate feed her soul.



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The Gustavia Line Interiors

The abiding tranquility of Gustavia’s 

blue theme is enlivened with touches 

of orange in pillows and throws.



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The Gustavia Line Furniture





GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The Lorient Line
 
Lavender represents the mystic or 

eccentric, both spiritual and creative, 

calming and uplifting.  



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The Lorient Line Persona

Lorient is the banker who becomes a 

philanthropist, a collector of homes 

and antiques who revels in the thrill 

of Polo and relaxes to the sounds of 

classical music. He is a connoisseur 

of vintage cognac and hand rolled 

cigars.



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The Lorient Line Interiors

Accents of fuschia bring sparks and 

moments of passion to the soothing 

tone of lavender.



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The Lorient Line Furniture





GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The St. Jean Line
 
Agile, young, unique and bold, St. 

Jean is the vibrant yellow of tropical 

sun, optimistic and enlightening.



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The St. Jean Line Persona

St. Jean is the artist, the sculptor of 

imagination whose creations are 

inspired by Bossa Nova music, 

found objects and the history of 

humanity. The sea is his joy, he is an 

enthusiastic sailor and natural 

swimmer. He collects ethnic art and 

new age philosophies.



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The St. Jean Line Interiors

The bold yellow of St. Jean is 

grounded and balanced with 

vcalming hues of blue.



GUANAHANI COLLECTION
The St. Jean Line Furniture
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